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While October is celebrated as Missions Month throughout the
Catholic world, every last Sunday of July, the Catholic Church in
the Philippines observes Fil-Mission Sunday.
In an interview with Simbahay, Rev. Fr. PATRICIO P. CASINO, MSP,
the Secretary General of the Mission Society of the Philippines
(MSP), explains that on Fil-Mission Sunday, the Catholic faithful
are enjoined to  celebrate and support through spiritual and material
offerings, the invaluable work of Filipino missionaries of the MSP
and NOT, as often mistaken, all Filipino missionaries worldwide.
Simbahay: What is the Mission Society of the Philippines
(MSP)?
Fr. Patrick: It is a Filipino missionary society of apostolic life whose
members live in community under a Superior General and are
formed primarily to be sent to missions abroad.  The Society has
75 priests: 53 in foreign missions, with the rest handling
administration, promotion and   formation, locally.  Today, we have
34 seminarians, with four candidates for deacon.
Simbahay: Why was MSP created and why does it have its
own mission awareness day?
Fr. Patrick:  In 1965, to celebrate 400 years of Christianity in the
Philippines, the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines
decided to commemorate the historic event by establishing the
MSP as the primary and official missionary arm of the Catholic
Church of the Philippines. Through the MSP, the Filipino Church
has evolved from a “mission-receiving” Church to a “mission-
sending” one.
Since then, MSP has sent more than 100 members and associate

  1 Associate membership is open to diocesan priests who wish to serve
three years in a foreign mission.

members1 to its mission areas in 12 countries in five continents.
Fil-Mission Sunday stirs awareness of MSP as the representative
of the Filipino Catholic Church to the world.
Simbahay:  What distinguishes MSP missionaries from those
of other orders?
Fr. Patrick:  Unlike other missionaries who promote their order’s
spiritual orientation or charism (e.g., the Salesian charism for the
youth and education), MSP missionaries work under the local
bishop in different capacities, e.g., in our Papua New Guinea bush
mission areas, we helped build airstrips and school buildings, while
in Port Moresby, we help in the formation of seminarians; we serve
the needs of the diocese, more often, in pastoral, parochial work.
Simbahay:  How can we help MSP on and after Fil-Mission
Sunday?
Fr. Patrick:  If only all Filipino Catholics are made aware of the
importance of MSP’s work and its challenges, Fil-Mission Sunday’s
offerings could finance as much as 50% of MSP’s expenses.   We
need to augment meager funding of the dioceses for some of our
isolated missions which have no electricity, drinking water,
communication and transportation facilities. We are building a
retirement home in Cebu for our aging missionaries. We need to
send more missionaries; we need more missionaries to send.
Hence, please be more generous on Fil-Mission Sunday, always
pray for missionaries, be a benefactor or consider a vocation with
MSP and share the faith of the Filipinos with the world.
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SCHEDULE OF MASSES

PARISH OFFICE & RELIGIOUS
STORE HOURS

Monday to Friday:
6:30am • 7:30am • 12:15pm • 6:00pm
Holy Hour every Thursday after the
6:00 pm Mass
Saturday:
6:30am • 7:30am
6:00pm (Anticipated Mass)
Sunday:
6:00am • 7:15am • 8:30am • 10:00am*
11:15am • 12:30pm • 4:00pm • 5:30pm
7:00pm • 8:30pm
*with sign language interpreters

Confessions are available during all
the Masses
Adoration Chapel - open daily from
7:00am to 8:00pm

Monday to Friday (except Thursday)
8:00am - 11:30am • 12:30pm - 6:00pm
Thursday:
8:00am - 11:30am • 12:30pm - 4:00pm
Saturday:
8:00am - 12:00pm • 1:00pm - 5:00pm
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A month or so ago,an interesting news item
came out that a congressman was proposing
a bill that seeks to ban all religious ceremonies
and the display of religious symbols in all
government premises.  One of the reasons he
cited was to prevent the impression that
government offices favor one religion and,
consequently, disrespect the sensibilities of the
minority religions. The other reasons put
forward include the oft-cited principles of the
Separation of Church and State and religious
freedom, which, incidentally, is the very title of
the proposed bill, “The Religious Freedom in
Government offices Act”. It might just be a case
of a neophyte solon’s bravado or a subtle
campaign gimmick for the coming midterm
elections but nothing prepared him for the
ensuing storm of criticism and reactions
against his proposal. He dropped the bill a few
weeks after.
Christ cautions us against judging others
because we do not know their intentions.
Rather, we should always seek the good of all
and learn from occasions that seem to
challenge our beliefs as humans and our faith
as Christians. First, since charity is a
fundamental law, a balanced and honest
expression of one’s views is only fitting. It is
true that there is separation of Church and
State and one cannot interfere with the affairs
of the other, but it is not true that they cannot
co-exist nor are they contradictory to each
other. In fact, the Church and the State need
and complement each other because they
have only one goal – the good of man.
While the State cannot allocate resources for
the exclusive use and promotion of a particular
religion, to the exclusion of others, it is also Fr. Ting Miciano, SDB

Religious Freedom or

Freedom from God?

A Message from our Parish Priest

Save for a few expected lapses, the gradual
implementation of the New English Translation of the
Roman Missal in SJB Makati is progressing smoothly,
owing to a concerted information campaign, the LCD
projection of the new responses during Masses and
most of all, the active participation of the SJB
community.

The Penitential Act or the “I confess” in the new
English translation of the Roman Missal is
characterized by the emphasis and repetition
of “through my fault”.   In the three remaining
versions of the Penitential Act, the admission
“through my fault” restores the Latin triple mea
culpa, which the former translation simplified
as “through my own fault”. By saying “through
my fault” three times, with the third time adding
the phrase “my grievous fault”, the faithful are
made aware of the pervading presence of sin
in their personal lives as well as in society at
large.

UPDATES ON THE GRADUAL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NEW ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE ROMAN MISSAL

correct that, as citizens, we are free to express
our religious beliefs anywhere, if such
expressions do not violate any law.  And though
our Catholic faith finds expression in the Holy
Mass and the use of religious symbols, it does
not discriminate against nor is it insensitive to
minority religions. All are welcome to attend
Masses celebrated in government offices but
there is neither pressure nor recrimination
against non-Catholics.
And while the celebration of other sacraments
e.g. weddings and baptisms are restricted
exclusively to churches and some chapels, the
Eucharist may be celebrated wherever Christ’s
faithful gather (offices included), but with the
permission and constant guidance of its
pastors, and, on condition, that the celebration
must not interfere with the regular working
hours and functions of employees.
The great irony of all this is that while the bill
proposed to create an environment of “religious
freedom”, it did so by trying to disregard  the
faith of the dominant religion and by curtailing
the freedom to practice this faith!
Going by the congressman’s arguments, to
promote the natural rights of man, should we
do away with the supernatural existence of the
Divine?  And to uphold the separation of
Church and State, should we legislate against
the fundamental truth that man is inseparably
body and soul? Religious belief and its practice
is an essential part of a citizen’s wellbeing. No
law can ban an individual citizen’s faith in God
and its public expression because faith in God
is part of being human.

We “confess” that in our time, the sense of sin
is fast vanishing in the consciousness of the
people. And so, by the triple confession of
“through my fault”, we express more grandly
the seriousness of our sin and the sincerity of
our contrition. The penitential act also offers
us a humbler way to collect ourselves before
we proceed further into prayer.
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We are pleased to announce the two
winners of the Summer Basic Photography
Workshop Exhibit held from May 26 to June
1, on the theme, “SJBP – so alive@ 35”.
The first winner was chosen by a group of
judges which included photographers,
photo-hobbyists and artists: Fr. Ting
Miciano, Fr. Dennis Paez, Ms. Menchit
Ongpin, Mr. Errol Palaci, Ms. Diva Abad
Santos and Ms. Maris Katigbak-San Juan,
while the other winner garnered the most
votes from the church-goers.
The judges’ top choice was LET THE
CHILDREN COME TO JESUS by DEANNA
Y. M. MAGBOO.
While the church-goers voted for MOTHER
AND CHILD by ETHEL GAY T. CABEROY.

  A sample of the entries:

   JULY 2012

WINNERS OF THE SUMMER PHOTO WORKSHOP ANNOUNCED
LET THE CHILDREN COME TO JESUS by DEANNA Y. M. MAGBOO MOTHER AND CHILD by ETHEL GAY T. CABEROY

CLEAN AIR by RAMON JOSE ANGELES REFLECTIONS by LARNELLE FELICIANO WELLSPRING by JIO RENEL PEREZ

CONFESSION by KRISHELLE APPLE J. BAEL PEACE AND SERENITY by NEIL D. ALVERSADO CROSS ABOVE THE TREES by PAUL CHRISTIAN O. LOPEZ

PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS WITH INSTRUCTOR, JOJO GLORIA (3rd from left) ADORATION by APPLE MALANTIC A MIDSUMMER'S NIGHT by ETHEL CABEROY



17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B)
Fil. Mission Sunday
July 26, 2012 Readings
*2 Kgs 4:42-44 – Elisha feeds a crowd of

one hundred men with twenty barley
loaves.

*Eph 4:1-6 – Paul exhorts the faithful to
preserve their unity and peace
because they form one body in the
one Spirit.

*Jn 6:1-15 – Jesus feeds a crowd of many
thousands with just five barley loaves
and two fish.

Theme: THE CHALLENGE TO CARE AND
SHARE

Filled with compassion for the spiritual

resources and on the means of those we
can enlist among our “allies” is always
lurking.  Today Jesus tells us that while
doing all we can in proclaiming the
Kingdom, calling people to conversion and
fighting the devil, we should put our trust
only in the power of God’s Word and of His
Grace.

15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B)
July 15, 2012 Readings
*Am 7:12-15 – Amos, sent by God to be a

prophet in the Northern Kingdom, is
rejected by the authorities.

*Eph 1:3-14 – Paul outlines the wonderful
plan of the Father to save all men
through Christ, and make them one
in him.

*Mk 6:7-13 – Jesus sends the Twelve to
preach repentance and cast out
devils.

Theme: SENT TO HEAL AND SAVE IN
POVERTY AND WEAKNESS

Jesus Christ had shocked his disciples
more than once in his preaching and in the
demands he imposed on them.  Particularly
surprising were the “limitations” he puts on
the “equipments and provisions” that any
“missionary” was expected to have. (See
vv. 8-9 in today’s Gospel.)  Jesus wanted
them to trust not in material means or
personal resources, but only in the power
of the message they were to deliver and in
Divine Providence. That is why those he
sent on mission were expected to divest
themselves of all “connections” and props.
Their only wealth was to be the message
of salvation they were to proclaim. Their
only power derived from the One who had
sent them on mission.
There is a message for all of us in this,
particularly those who are involved in the
apostolate.  The temptation to plan and act
as if everything depended only on our

Simbahay  features the Sunday Mass
Readings’ themes from Fr. Sal Putzu’s
“Exploring God’s Word”.
These themes are part of a systematic
approach to study and have a good
knowledge of the Biblical passages which
will be  used in  the  coming Sunday
Masses and to relate  these readings to our
lives. 
Listen to Fr. Salvatore Putzu, SDB (General
Manager and Editor, Word and Life) at
Bisperas sa Veritas 846 AM, 5pm Saturday.
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SUNDAY MASS REFLECTIONS
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16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B)
July 22, 2012 Readings
*2 Jer 23:1-6 – Dissatisfied with the

unfaithful shepherds, Yahweh
renews His promise to raise up a
worthy leader from the house of
David.

*Eph 2:13-18 – In Jesus Christ all men are
made one and reconciled with the
Father.

*Mk 6:30-34 – Like a good shepherd caring
for his flock, Jesus nourishes the
people with the food of his word.

Theme: AT THE SERVICE OF ALL, IN LOVE’S
NAME

Jesus is the perfect model of the good
shepherd who is constantly bent on seeking
the good of his flock.  All his attention, his
time, and his resources are at their service.
His whole life is for his “sheep.”  Full of
compassion and understanding for their
needs, he nourishes them with his care and
his word, often unmindful of his own needs.
The shepherds of the Church cannot be
different.  Chosen and empowered to carry
out the role of the Divine Shepherd, they
are expected to imitate the Master in their
attitudes and actuations, in a constant effort
to overcome their own weaknesses and
limitations.  This is one of the reasons why
the Church demands that those who are
called to serve God’s people should forego
even having their own natural family.  Their
family is the portion of the people of God
entrusted to their care.  All their energies
should be devoted totally to their service,
in imitation of Jesus, the Shepherd of all.

hunger of the crowds, in his apostolic
ministry Jesus nourished them with the
spiritual food of his word and the hope that
he injected in them.  Today, we learn from
the Gospel episode that he took care not
only of the hearts and souls of his immense
audience, but also of their bodies.  He
satisfied their physical hunger by
performing a spectacular multiplication of
bread and fish which aroused the
enthusiasm of the crowds.  Jesus was
enabled to do that also by the generosity
of the boy who put at his disposal all that
he had with him on that occasion: five barley
loaves and a couple of fish.
We live in a world in which hundreds of
millions of people lack the minimum
material resources and facilities they would
need to lead a decent human life.  We know
that all over the world – most especially in
several African nations – millions are
starving to death. Jesus Christ is starving
and dying in them.  Reminiscing what Jesus
did two thousand years ago to meet the
needs of the people around him is an
inspiration and a challenge for all of us
today.

18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B)
Parish Priest’s Sunday
Aug 5, 2012 Readings
*Ex 16:2-4. 12-15 – The Lord feeds his

people in the desert with quails and
manna.

*Eph 4:17.20-24 – Paul exhorts the faithful
to lead a life worthy of their call.

*Jn 6:24-35 – Jesus presents himself as
the “Bread of Life.”

Theme: NOT ON MATERIAL FOOD ALONE DO
WE LIVE

We live in a society that is becoming ever
more materialistic and hedonistic.
Commercials and the lifestyle of popular
figures are continuous stimuli to give priority
to what produces money, comfort, pleasure,
popularity.  We feel continually tempted to
reduce the horizon of our interests to the
here and now, to what satisfies our physical
and emotional needs.  And even when there
seems to be an “opening” to the future, the
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AUGUST 2012 CALENDAR
01 Wed St. Alphonsus de Ligouri
04 Sat St. John Baptiste Marie Vianney
05 Sun 18th Sunday in OrdinaryTime/

Parish Priest’s Sunday
06 Mon Feast of the Transfiguration of

the Lord
08 Wed St. Dominic de Guzman
10 Fri St. Lawrence
11 Sat St. Claire
12 Sun 19th Sunday in OrdinaryTime
13 Mon St. Pontian & St. Hippolytus
14 Tue St. Maximillian Kolbe
15 Wed Solemnity of the Assumption

of Mary/ Birthday of Fr. Ting/
Profession of Fr. Chris

16 Thu St. Rock (Roque)/
Birthday of St. John Bosco

19 Sun 20th Sunday in OrdinaryTime
20 Mon St. Bernard, Abbot and Doctor
21 Tue Pope St. Pius X
22 Wed Feast of the Queenship of Mary
23 Thu St. Rose of Lima, Secondary

Patroness of the Phils.
24 Fri St. Bartholomew, Apostle
26 Sun 21st Sunday in OrdinaryTime
27 Mon St. Monica
28 Tue St. Augustine
29 Wed Beheading of St. John the Baptist

By Sr. Mary Lynn Joseph, OCD
Since the late 14th century, the Feast of Our
Lady of Mount Carmel celebrates the
appearance of the Blessed Virgin Mary to
Saint Simon Stock on July 16, 1251.  Saint
Simon Stock, an early prior general of the
Carmelite Order, had a vision in which the
Blessed Virgin Mary gave him the “Brown
Scapular” which is part of the Carmelite
habit, promising that those who died
wearing the scapular would be saved.
Like the 12th-13th century Christian hermits
who lived in Mount Carmel in the Holy Land,
Carmelites look to Mary, both, as a Spiritual
Mother and Sister in Christ. Mary is the
perfect model of the interior life of prayer
and contemplation to which every Carmelite
aspires, a model of virtue, as well as the
person who was closest in life to Jesus
Christ.
Carmel is the symbol of the contemplative
life, the life wholly dedicated to the quest
for God, wholly orientated towards intimacy
with God.  And the one who best realized
this highest of ideals is Our Lady herself,
“Queen and Splendor of Carmel”.
Our Lady desires that her children not only
wear the brown scapular as outward
vesture but far more, that they resemble
her in heart and spirit. This is possible with
her motherly guidance, through a life of
recollection, prayer, and intimate union with
Her Son, Jesus.
In honor of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, the
Carmelites of Lipa always sing this song to
her:

JULY 16, THE FEAST OF OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL

“Flower of Carmel, blossoming vine,
Splendor of heaven, Mother divine.
None like to Thee.  Mother of meekness
peerless thou art, unto thy Carmel favor
impart...Flower of Carmel, Star of the
sea!”

Among the miracles attributed to the
scapular, are those involving three holy men

concerns normally fall within the domain
of temporal values like a good retirement
plan, a comfortable house, a profitable
long-term investment.
If we are wise, we should never forget that
we have also a “spiritual dimension” that is
of a higher and more lasting nature and
that our real “future” does not end with our

death, but actually begins with it.  Normal
human wisdom and prudence would
demand that we privilege those values and
choices that are according to God’s plan
for us.  As disciples of the Lord, we should
know that the values related to our superior
dimension should be the main object of our
aspirations and pursuit.

On July 25, in honor of the Feast of
the Apostle, St. James the Great, all
are invited to Mass at 6:00 PM and a
talk in the Roozen Hall at 7:00 PM by
Rev. Fr. Manny Domingo, SDB. Fr.
Manny will share his experiences as a
pilgrim on foot in the Camino de
Santiago (Way of St. James). The
Camino is a large network of ancient
pilgrimage routes which stretch
thousands of miles across Europe and
converge at the Apostle’s tomb in
Santiago de Compostela  in northwest
Spain.

devoted to it: Pope Bl. Gregory X, St.
Alphonsus Liguori, and St. John Bosco
who all died wearing the scapular.  When
their graves were opened, years later, their
bodies and vestments had decayed but
their scapulars remained perfectly intact.

Sr. Mary Lynn Joseph, OCD, took her solemn
vows as a discalced Carmelite on August 10,
1981.  Before joining the Carmel of Lipa in 1975,
Erlinda Canda, a civil engineering graduate, was
a professional singer, here and abroad, having
won in “Tawag ng Tanghalan”, a popular TV
singing competition from 1950 to 1970.

As part of the preparations for the 35th

anniversary of the dedication of our Parish
church, we humbly appeal to those who
are willing to donate the sacred vessels
and other articles to be used during the
Anniversary’s Eucharistic celebrations to
contact our parish priest, Rev. Fr. Ting
Miciano, SDB.  Thank you for your
generosity!

JULY 25, FR. MANNY TALKS ON THE
CAMINO OF ST. JAMES

Sick Visitation – Thursdays 9AM
Holy Hour – Thursdays 6:30PM
Medical & Dental – Sundays 2:00PM
Street Mass – Saturdays 7:30PM
Visit our website for the complete Aug 2012 Calendar
http://sjbmakati.com/parish-events.html
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G/F Colonnade Residences Condominium
Carlos Palanca St. Legaspi Village Makati City

Tel. No. 8183712  Fax No. 8195545

Cebu Pacific Reservation No.

         8939607/08 or 8183712

ZestAir Reservation No.  8195546

Airphilexpress  Reservation No.  8402952

Supersonic Services Inc.

JULY 2012

FIESTA GAS
BRAND LPG
4409 MONTOJO ST.,

BRGY. TEJEROS, MAKATI CITY

519-2454 | 0908-869-7350519-2454 | 0908-869-7350519-2454 | 0908-869-7350519-2454 | 0908-869-7350519-2454 | 0908-869-7350
897-9565 | 896-7650897-9565 | 896-7650897-9565 | 896-7650897-9565 | 896-7650897-9565 | 896-7650

TAPAT SA KALIDAD, TAPAT SA TIMBANG
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CATHECHETICAL MINISTRY – THE ONE WHO WAS CALLED… AND WHO RESPONDED GENEROUSLY
By Cynthia Trobanos

Who are the Catechists?

Catechists are those who respond to God’s
call to serve Him by echoing His voice and
bringing Christ to the people. Catechists
should not only teach but live by their
teachings, “Not lording over them but being
examples to the flock”     (1Pt 5:3).   In St. John
Bosco Parish, catechists draw inspiration
and guidance from Don Bosco’s love for
children and the youth.

What is the aim of Catechesis?

The ultimate aim of Catechesis (oral
instruction of faith) is to bring people closer
to God, enabling them to worship Him in
prayer, especially, in Eucharistic
Celebrations  (the source and summit of all
Christian Life ) and in serving others.  The
Catechists help achieve this by guiding their
students as they reflect on the Word of God,
as well as proclaim It during the Mass and
in their lives.

SJB Parish Catechists

In our Parish’s Catechetical Ministry, we have
two full time (school and Parish-based)
catechists, a part time school-based

catechist and 35 Junior Catechists (ages 14-
23). On Sundays, we assist the children
during the 8:30 AM Mass and later, facilitate
simultaneous Catechism Classes.

We have weekly lesson planning sessions
and regular formation for the Junior
Catechists, fellowships, birthday
celebrations, agape and other bonding
activities.

We take this opportunity to thank our
generous donors and invite others who may

wish to sponsor the children’s refreshments
after the Catechism Classes.  We also thank
Fr. Ting and the SJBP Salesian Community
for their continued support.

“The harvest is great but the laborers are
few.”
If you are between 14-40 years old and wish to
be part of the Catechetical Ministry family, please
contact: Cynthia Trobanos (0928-4652627),  Effie
Magbanua (0908-2009111) and Blanca Lobedesis
(0919-5857976).

ST JOHN BOSCO BASIC ECCLESIAL COMMUNITY CELEBRATES ITS 10TH YEAR

By Maribel Paterno

On July 21, 2002, St. John Bosco Makati
launched its 1st Basic Ecclesial Community
(BEC), a new way of being “Church”.

Just a year before, my friends, Lyra and
Mimoy Pasia, were introduced by Daphne
Garcia, an active parishioner, to then SJB
Makati Parish Priest, Fr. Gerry Battad, SDB
who had been seeking for resource persons
to start a BEC in the Parish.  While we had
yet to experience being part of a BEC, thanks
to our BEC formation in 2000 under our
theological mentors, Cecille and Lito
Gatchalian of the Jeremiah Foundation, we

soon found ourselves helping build a
different community, one which would bring
us and many others to the abundance of life
with the Lord.

The BEC has always been the pastoral thrust
of the Philippine Catholic Church.  It is
“Church at the grassroots”, evolving to the
“Church of the Poor”.  What really is a BEC?
The Most Rev. Orlando B. Quevedo,
Archbishop of Cotobato and BEC Chairman,
CBCP, gives us a working definition:

[Inspired by the early Christian communities,]
a BEC is a small, grassroots community of
believers, * of families or individuals who

have developed intimate, personal and
social relationships based on faith * through
regular gatherings along with their leaders
to worship the Lord.  * They prayerfully study
the Bible, reflecting upon and applying the
Word of the Lord in their daily lives. * They
celebrate Masses for spiritual nourishment.
* As they continue to share with, care for and
serve each other * in a fellowship of faith,
hope and love,* they continue to contribute
to each other’s evangelization.

Fast forward to 2012 – St. John Bosco Makati
BEC is ten years old!  Joining in celebration
is its offspring, the Southville BEC, with
former members ( riles-dwellers who have
relocated to Cabuyao, Laguna ) at its core.

In the BEC, we see lives change: dying
persons are miraculously healed after the
laying of hands, the unemployed find work
after interceding for one another in prayer,
the marginalized are welcomed with open
arms, informal settlers find permanent
homes, the poor give generously despite
meager resources and joy and laughter
abound despite the problems. We see God
so actively involved in all concerns of our
lives, no matter how trivial or enormous!

Truly, life in BEC is living the abundant and
victorious life of Christ. Happy 10th

Anniversary, SJB BEC! All are welcome to
join God’s amazing family and partake of His
abundance!
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SOLEMN PROCESSION MARKS
FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI
On the evening of June 9, Rev. Fr Ting
Miciano led parishioners in a solemn
candlelit procession with the Blessed
Sacrament along the streets of Pio del Pilar
in honor of the Feast of Corpus Christi, or
the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ
which celebrates the institution of the Holy
Eucharist at the Last Supper.

JULY 26, REFLECTIONS ON THE
FEAST OF STS. JOACHIM & ANNE
MANO PO, LOLO AT LOLA!
by Pam Roldan
Nothing is historically written about our
Blessed Mother’s parents.  Only legends
referred to them as Joachim and Anne.  Our
faith tells us that Mary’s fiat, her response to
God’s call, “let it be done to me according to
Your Word” was from the values of her own
parents.  These were the same values that
Mary passed on to her Son, Jesus.  Hence,
as Mary is an example to all parents, we have
Joachim and Anne for all grandparents.
In the Philippines, lolos and lolas are
regarded with deep respect.  We frown upon
nursing homes and pension houses for the
elderly.  Some households and even big
businesses are still run under the watchful
guidance of grandparents who continue to

WHAT'S COOKING IN DIVINE
LIVELIHOOD?
SUMANGA, the latest concoction of Divine
Livelihood gives an interesting twist to the
famous suman-manga combination. A
luscious blend of malagkit cooked in coconut
cream, topped with pure mango sauce, with
no sugar added. Ideal for snacks or desserts,
a 350 gram pack costs only Php65.00.

SIXTEEN COUPLES EXCHANGE,
“I DO’S”

For the second time this year, the Family and
Life Ministry and the Don Bosco Marriage
Encounter Foundation organized mass
wedding ceremonies on June 23, 2012.

“SAINTS” RETURN TO THE GALLERY
After cleaning, repainting and polishing , the
images of popular saints are finally back in
the newly redesigned Gallery of Saints and
so are the devotees who have resumed their
visits to the Gallery  to offer prayers and light
vigil candles from Barangay Botanical.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES
There are several ongoing projects around
the Parish: the renovation of the Blessed
Sacrament Chapel , scheduled to complete
by the Feast of Our Lady of Carmel, the
refurbishment of the church’s stained glass
window by the end of August and the
expansion of the PUGAD Coffee and Saints
Café by the end of July.

serve as chairman emeritus.
I do not come from a family with big business.
Both my grandparents were simple folks who
instilled conservative Christian values in their
children.  To us, they were sweet, generous,
prayerful souls.  Tatang was a great
storyteller, specially, of Bible stories, an all
around handy man, our Google, long before
the Internet was born.
While Lola spent much time in our altar, her
hand on the feet of Christ the King.  She
heard Mass almost daily, and her sentences
were always punctuated with “sa awa ng
Diyos”.  Long before prayers were requested,
there was lola, with her novenas, rosaries,
and her army of santos.
Parents are head of the family; grandparents,
of a clan.  While parents are a blessing,
grandparents are a bonus.  While parents
discipline, grandparents inspire with a wider
perspective, depth of experience and

appreciation of life’s profound rhythms which
are part of a wisdom not to be taken lightly
or ignored.
Our faith tells us that the person in Jesus
would not have been without Mary, as Mary,
without her parents. So today, let us honor
and give thanks to Joachim and Anne, as
we revere our own grandparents.  Mano po
lolo, mano po lola!

Sixteen pairs of June brides and grooms
finally tied the knot after years of living
together. Rev. Fr. Ting Miciano officiated in
the Parish wedding fest.


